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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1  This chapter provides an overview of the Proposed Development Site (the Site) and a summary
of the characteristics of the land-use within and surrounding the Site.

3.1.2  This chapter is supported by: Figure 3.1: Environmental Receptors within 1 km of the Site;
Figure 3.2: Environmental Receptors within 5 km of the Site, which identifies the key land-uses
and sensitive receptors within the local and wider area surrounding the Site; and Figure 3.3:
Areas of the Site (ES Volume IlI).

3.2 The Proposed Development Site

3.2.1  The location and extent of the Site is shown on Figure 1.1: Site Location (ES Volume IIl).

3.2.2  The Site primarily comprises approximately 307 hectares (ha) of land at the Gale Common Ash
Disposal Site, centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SE 53825 21326. In addition,
approximately 2.5 km of Cobcroft Lane/ Whitefield Lane between the Gale Common Ash
Disposal Site and the A19, and an area of land around the A19/ Whitefield Lane junction in
Whitley (both approximately 5 ha in total) is included in the Site to enable the Applicant to
undertake road improvements so as to reduce the potential effects of the Proposed
Development — see Chapter 4: The Proposed Development for further details.

3.2.3 The Site is located approximately 700 m to the east of the village of Cridling Stubbs and
approximately 25 m to the south of the M62 Motorway (at the closest point), near Junction 34.
The nearest main settlements to the Site are Knottingley approximately 2 km to the north-west,
Goole approximately 20 km to the east and Askern approximately 9 km to the south. The village
of Whitley is located at the east of the Site.

3.2.4  The Site is primarily owned by the Eggborough Power Limited, a subsidiary of the Applicant, and
lies within the administrative boundaries of North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) (the upper
tier planning authority with minerals and waste responsibilities) and Selby District Council (SDC)
(the local planning authority). The planning application will be determined by NYCC.

3.25 The Gale Common Ash Disposal Site is not currently receiving pulverised fuel ash (PFA);
however, operations previously encompassed the following main areas (as shown on Figure 3.3
(ES Volume III)):

J the Stage | ash disposal area,

o the Stage Il ash disposal area;

o the Stage Il ash disposal area;

J Lagoons C and D (also known as the emergency ash disposal lagoons);

o the Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) loading pad;

o a processing area comprising several buildings previously used for a slurry dewatering
process;

o offices and parking area;

o plant yard;

. drainage settlement ponds and pumphouse; and

o non-operational areas of the Site to the west, south and east of the operational areas
including Shackleton Spring Wood, Grant Spring Wood, agricultural land around the
Wood Hall medieval moated site, and Great Lawn Rein Wood Site of Importance for
Nature Conservation (SINC).

3.2.6 PFA was previously transported to the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site in the form of a slurry

(mixed with water) via pipelines from Eggborough and Ferrybridge coal-fired power stations.
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3.2.7 The Gale Common Ash Disposal Site already benefits from planning permission (granted in
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2003) for ash to be extracted and transported off site (up to 30,000 tonnes per annum) for sale
and use in the manufacture of construction products.

The Stage | ash disposal area comprises the north-eastern section of the Gale Common Ash
Disposal Site and extraction was completed in 1994 reaching a level of approximately 69 m
Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) in height. It has since been restored and landscaped. The
Stage Il and Stage 1l ash disposal areas are still being worked.

Lagoons C and D are situated to the north-west of the Stage | ash disposal area and reach a
level of around 25 m AOD. The site offices, car parking and cluster of buildings previously used
in the slurry dewatering process are situated between the Stage Ill ash disposal area and
Lagoons C and D. Land within Stages | — lll is surrounded by a perimeter drain and access
road. There are also mobile plant and vehicles for the movement of PFA.

The Gale Common Ash Disposal Site drainage comprises ditches around each deposit area
and along key access roads, which all drain into two settlement ponds to the east of Lagoons C
and D and ultimately discharge to the River Aire via an off-site pipeline from the Gale Common
pumphouse on Cobcroft Lane.

In addition to the above, Eggborough Power Limited’s land holding encompasses land to the
south-west of the HGV loading pad area and to the south of the Stage Il ash disposal area.
This includes Great Lawn Rein Wood, an areas of woodland that is a locally designated Site of
Interest for Nature Conservation (SINCs), Shackleton and Grant Spring Woods, which are
recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, and agricultural land further to the south. The
southern part of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site includes Wood Hall, a medieval moated
site. These areas do not form part of the operational site and will not be directly affected by the
proposed extraction activities.

The nearest watercourses are Blowell Drain (which runs close to the northern and eastern
boundaries of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site) and Wood Lane Drain (which runs around
the southern boundary of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site), which are managed by the
Danvm Internal Drainage Board. The Aire and Calder Navigation is located approximately 300 m
to the north of the Site and the River Aire is located approximately 2.5 km to the north-west.

To date there has been no public access at the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site and no Public
Rights of Way (PRoW) exist within it. However, there are several PRoW in the vicinity of the Site,
the closest of which lie approximately 15 m east of the Site in Whitley (off Whitley Farm Close)
and approximately 350 m east of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site, running in a north/ south
direction between Whitefield Lane and Booty Lane. These PRoWs would not be affected by the
Proposed Development.

Surrounding Area and Geographical Context
The Site is located in the County of North Yorkshire.

Considering the wider geographical context of the Site, the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site is
bounded to the north by Cobcroft Lane with the M62 Motorway beyond; woodland, arable land
and the village of Cridling Stubbs to the west; and woodland and arable land to the south and
east. A motocross track adjoins a section of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site’s eastern
boundary.

The Site also includes the section of Cobcroft Lane/ Whitefield Lane between the Gale Common
Ash Disposal Site and the A19 (to allow localised road improvements to be made) and an area
of land to the south of the Whitefield Lane/ A19 junction for road realignment (see Figure 4.2 in
ES Volume Ill). A number of residential properties are located at the eastern end of Whitefield
Lane and in the vicinity of the junction with the A19, in the village of Whitley.

The surrounding area largely comprises agricultural land and with the exception of the Gale
Common Ash Disposal Site itself is relatively flat. The surrounding area is crossed by a number
of roads and railway lines as well as the Aire and Calder Navigation (to the north of the Site).
The Site is located within the Green Belt.
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Potential Environmental Receptors within the Surrounding Area

Existing baseline conditions have been defined for each technical assessment topic in Chapters
6-11, based on desk-based studies and site surveys, where necessary.

A number of environmental receptors have been identified within the vicinity of the Site, as
described below. The environmental receptors within 1 km of the Site are shown on Figures 3.1,
while those within 5 km are shown on Figure 3.2 (ES Volume lll). All distances are given as the
shortest distance between the receptor and the closest point of the Site boundary.

Human Receptors

The closest sensitive human receptors include:

o residential frontages along the route to the strategic road network that is proposed to be
used by HGVs (along Whitefield Lane and the A19 (Selby Road));

o Grange Farm, approximately 150 m to the south;

o Grange Meadows, a residential property approximately 60 m to the west;

o a donkey sanctuary and visitor centre, approximately 300 m to the west;

o the village of Cridling Stubbs, approximately 700 m to the west; and

o Whitley and Eggborough Community Primary School (on Learning Lane, adjacent to the
Al9).

Ecological Receptors

There are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 5 km - Forlorn Hope Meadows
SSSI, approximately 3 km to the south, and Brockadale SSSI approximately 3.8 km to the south-
west.

There are no Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs), or
Ramsar Sites within 5 km of the Site.

There is one SINC within the Site (designated for its ancient woodland habitats):

o Great Lawn Rein, Womersley SINC (a section of Southmoor Wood, 15 m north-east of
Stage Il ash disposal area);

Habitats and species within and close to the Site have been surveyed and the findings are
presented in Chapter 7: Ecology and Nature Conservation.

Traffic and Transport

Access to the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site is from Cobcroft Lane. Cobcroft Lane is renamed
Whitefield Lane some 645 m east of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site entrance at the Gale
Common Motopark access, where it continues to join the A19 (Selby Road) at a T-junction. The
A19 (Selby Road) links with the M62 at Junction 34 just north of this T-junction. The key
receptors in respect of transport are residential frontages along Whitefield Lane and the A19
(Selby Road), which sit adjacent to Site’s north-eastern extent.

As described above to date there has been no public access at the Gale Common Ash Disposal
Site and no PRoW exist within it. However, there are several PRoW is the vicinity of the Site, the
closest of which lie approximately 15 m east of the Site in Whitley (off Whitley Farm Close) and
approximately 350 m east of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site, running in a north/ south
direction between Whitefield Lane and Booty Lane. These PRoWs would not be affected by the
Proposed Development.

Air Quality

The M62 Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) lies approximately 250 m to the north-west of
the Site, declared by Wakefield Council due to the possibility of exceedances of the annual
average air quality objective for nitrogen dioxide, predominantly as a consequence of emissions
from motorway traffic.
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3.4.11 There are a small number of residential receptors in the area immediately surrounding the Gale
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Common Ash Disposal Site and, as discussed above, a number of residential properties are
located along Whitefield Lane and the A19 at the Site’s north-eastern extent.

Water Resources and Flood Risk

The nearest watercourses are Blowell Drain (which runs close to the northern and eastern
boundaries of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site) and Wood Lane Drain (which runs around
the southern boundary of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site), which are managed by the
Danvm Internal Drainage Board. The Aire and Calder Navigation is located approximately 300 m
to the north of the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site and the River Aire is located approximately
2.5 km to the north-west.

The Environment Agency’s flood maps identify that the majority of the Site lies within Flood
Zone 1 (low risk of flooding) (including all areas where extraction related activities will take
place). However, as the Site is larger than 1 ha, in accordance with the National Planning Policy
Framework (Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government, 2019), a Flood Risk
Assessment has been prepared to accompany the planning application.

Geology and Hydrogeology

The Gale Common Ash Disposal Site is a registered landfill site and although the ash is inert,
there is some potential for contamination to be present within the Gale Common Ash Disposal
Site due to its industrial use. The underlying geology comprises superficial deposits of
Hemingbrough glaciolacustrine and Breighton sand formation. The superficial deposits are
inferred to be directly underlain by mudstone bedrock of the Roxby Formation and Sherwood
Sandstone.

The groundwater is designated as a Drinking Water Protected Area and under the Nitrates
Directive, but the Site is not located in a groundwater Source Protection Zone (SPZ).

Landscape

The Site lies within the Humberhead Levels National Character Area (NCA) 39, which is a “flat,
low-lying and large scale agricultural landscape” (Natural England, 2014).

As outlined previously, a PRoW lies approximately 350 m east of the Gale Common Ash
Disposal Site, running in a north/ south direction between Whitefield Lane and Booty Lane, and
another PRoW lies approximately 15 m east of the Site in Whitley (off Whitley Farm Close).

Cultural Heritage

There is one Scheduled Monument within 1 km of the Site (Whitley Thorpe moated Templar
Grange site), approximately 600 m to the south-east of the Site. A second (Womersley medieval
settlement remains and Victorian ice house in Icehouse Park) lies just beyond 1 km south-west
of the Site.

There are no Registered Parks and Gardens, Registered Battlefields, conservation areas or
listed buildings within 1 km of the Site.

The Womersley Conservation Area is located approximately 1 km south the Site with Knottingley
Conservation Area approximately 4.5 km to the north-west.

The nearest known archaeological assets relate to Wood Hall, a non-designated heritage asset,
located at the south of the Site. Given the extensive disturbance due to the licenced
archaeological excavation activities which occurred at the Gale Common Ash Disposal Site
(Durham University, 2010) it is unlikely that any archaeology remains are in situ.

On the basis of the limited built heritage and archaeological assets present in close proximity to
the Site and the nature of the works, Cultural Heritage was scoped out of the EIA, as detailed in
the EIA Scoping Report (Appendix 1A — ES Volume Il). This was agreed by NYCC in their
Scoping Opinion Response (Appendix 1B — ES Volume ll).
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